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Description : 

This pictorial article covers the making of an awl sheath using rawhide from a dog bone covered with 14-plait single-diamond kangaroo braid. 


Copyright (c) Outdoors-Magazine.com under a Creative Commons 
Attribution-Non-Commercial-Share Alike License 


Copyright © Outdoors-Magazine.com 


Page 1/18 














DogBone Awl Sheath 



This is a relatively easy braiding project. It looks much harder to do than it actually is. Braiding over a core is really 
fairly easy, but somewhat complicated to describe in words...hopefully the pictures will be worth more than 1000 
words. Since there are 36 images I am hoping for at least 36,000 words....sorry dialup folks. 


This awl is a hand forged 4-sided sharp awl made by Darrel Aune. I received it as a gift from Outdoorsl. I consider 
an awl to be an essential and basic tool for repairs and projects, so safely carrying a sharp awl in my tool kit requires 
some sort of sheath or cover. I decided to try out using a rawhide twist as a sheath. That of course, works very well, 
but while functional it had no art. It seemed a shame to put such a nicely done awl in a dog bone twist, so I decided 
to cover it with kangaroo braid. 



This is a single-diamond braid, which means that every string will pass over one and under one string. This is a very 
simple weave with the only complexity being that there are 14 strings in this sheath work. The number of strings 
needs to be an even number for this method to work easily. 
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I started with a rawhide dog bone. This rawhide is likely not top quality material but for this purpose it seemed to 
have served quite well. The dog bones come as a tube of rawhide with overhand knots in each end. These required 
soaking in water overnight to soften. Once untied and unrolled I choose rawhide that was not too thick for this project 
and about 2 inches wide. 



I cut a piece generously long. 



Then rolled it tightly around the greased (vaseline) awl shaft. 
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The roll was then secured tightly with a kangaroo string. 



The wrapped rawhide was rolled on the table and then allowed to dry overnight with the awl in place. The next 
morning I removed the awl, the rawhide was not dry and still slightly pliable. I trimmed the ends and allowed it to dry 
for 2 more days. 


The string was removed and final trims done with an ulu. 


The rawhide is about 0.7cm longer than the awl. 
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The grooves 
The terminal 


left by the wrap are partially taken off with a file, and a very slight taper is done on the rawhide core, 
end of the core was also slightly rounded over. 



The final circumference of this core needs to be just under 2 inches. The kangaroo lace I use is 1/8" wide, so the 
core should be filed down to 14/8" in circumference. A mm or so will not matter too much. Both of the cores I made 
for this project just turned out to be the right diameter as it balanced well with the awl. 


Once the core is ready to cover, determine the length of kangaroo strings to cut. Spiral some lace around the core 
four times and then add about 50% to that length plus a couple of inches for the tails. I did not measure these strings 
but they were about 1.5 to 2 feet long. 
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Tie a loose Ashley constrictor knot with some nylon string around the top of the sheath, and slip each lace piece 
under, skin side out. 



Tightly secure the constrictor knot and add a couple of half hitches, pulling with pliers until it is very secure. 



The 14 strings should cover the diameter of the core at the top. Tiny gaps will not be too important. Trim off the 
excess kangaroo and nylon thread. 



Now lift every-other string up. This should result in 7 strings up and 7 strings down. 
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Spiral the down strings around the core one full wrap away. Keep everything organized. 



Now begin the weave. Take one of the up strings and begin spiraling it around the core going OVER one string, then 
UNDER the next towards yourself. Weave this around 3 or 4 strings. 



Then take the UP string adjacent to the first string and weave it...again OVER one UNDER one for 3-4 strings. 
Continue until all 7 of the UP strings have started their path. Inspect well to make sure the pattern is properly 
followed. Every sting should form a diamond pattern. 
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Continue. I roll the core away from me as I weave this. It can be a bit messy with tangles but on each complete roll 
just grasp the completed weave, and detangle the strings. Keep pushing the completed braid up towards the top of 
the core and keep things tight to the core as much as possible. 



Getting towards the bottom of the core presents some problems. I start braiding loosely and push the braid up the 
core until I am sure I have woven material that is beyond the end of the core. 


Sort out the strings neatly. Make sure you have got everything about even (that is you have made a full circuit of 
strings), then gently pull the works down. Take a belting awl and tighten up some of the loose braid and continue to 
pull down to get it to cover the rounded over end of the core. 


Whew...take a break and have some coffee. 
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I decided to terminate this sheath with 2 short tails both braided with 7 strings. I could have done a number of 
endings here, but this seemed like it would work and look decent. 



Sort out the strings into 7 one each side. Make sure you have the proper pattern of under/over. Lift one side out of 
the way and organize the strings into 4 and 3. These will be round single-diamond braided for an inch or so, then 
terminated. 
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Bring one string from the side with 4 strings around the BACK of the cluster and weave it properly into the 3 strings. 



Then take one from the right side around the BACK of the cluster and weave it on the left side. Continue for another 
pass on each side and then gently tighten the works. 
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Continue with the same pattern and keep the braid tighter. When you have about the length you want stop to 
terminate. 



I use a crown and wall knot to terminate braid. It is really fairly easy but exceptionally difficult to show in 
photographs. My knife lanyard article shows this in 4-strings which is clearer. Adding 3 more strings to the photo 
makes this hard to see, but once the knot is understood the number of strings is irrelevent. So refer to the other 
article for a clearer view with lesser strings. 


This froms a sort of crown look. 
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To finsh each of the strings is brought around the leg of its neighbor string and out through the center of the knot. To 
me this is an efficient and attractive finish. This is again difficult to see in 7 strings. 



Tighten everything moderately. 
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Repeat on the other set of 7 strings. 






Now tighten any lace throughout the whole work. Work any excess lace down to the terminator knots. Not every gap 
will be filled (at least they were not for me). Then securely tighten the terminator knots. 


Trim the fringes. 
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The top of the sheath must have a cover knot to hide the whipping. I used a Turk's head knot of 3 passes. 


I am not going to show how that knot is tied, but will recommend a text at the end which has, in my view, the best 
way of making this knot. 



I tie the Turk's head knot on my fingers for the first pass then slide it on the work to add the other passes and tighten 
it up. 


Slightly tighten the one-pass Turk's head, but not too tight. Then take the lace and weave it around the knot 2 more 
times. This will likely tighten up the knot quite a bit. 



With a blunt tip awl (belting awl) sort out the passes of the Turk's head. The leather will tend to dive under other 
passes, but pull and shove them reasonably into place with the blunt awl. Do NOT use a sharp awl like the Aune awl 
this sheath is being made for. It will cut the strings and you will have to start over. 
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Push the knot up over the whipping and then work it once again with the belting awl. You want to cover the cut ends 
on the top of the sheath by allowing the strings of the Turk's head to slightly mold around the top of the core. 



Trim the ends of the Turk's head. There is not much stress on this knot so you can trim these closely and tuck the 
bitter ends into the knot. 



I decided to add 2 additional Turk's heads to this sheath for beauty only. They serve no purpose. One in the middle 
and one at the split to the tails. 


I use Turk's heads of 2 passes for the middle and end knots, which I think balanced well with the 3-pass knot at the 
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Once tightened and trimmed the whole sheath is rolled on the table. A brief rinse under running water to wet the 
leather then rolled hard on the table again will even up the braid and make the rawhide almost stick to the braid. Be 
careful to not roll the top Turk's head off the core. I placed the awl into the sheath and rolled. 



Done. And in my eyes a much better result than the rolled rawhide. A nice looking sheath for an excellent awl that 
can now be safely carried. Darrel forged this awl with a twist, so it is essentially screwed into the rawhide core. 
Anti-clockwise in, clockwise out. 


Much simpler to do than it looks I promise. 


Resources 


David Morgan out here in Woodinville Washington not only carries braiding supplies, but has written definative texts 
on the skill. His most recent book is essential, and I exclusively use his hand-cut lace for my most important projects 
and his machine cut Australian imported kangaroo lace for projects like this sheath and knife lanyards. 
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BRAIDING 

FINE 

LEATHER 

TeeFirncfutfi of She 
Ausfrvimn WhtpmakGrf 




Essential David Morgan Book 

David Morgan, Braiding Fine Leather Really a must have text with a number of simple projects that demonstrate the 
skills well. 


ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF RAWHIDE 
AND LEATHER 
BRAIDING 

BRUCE GRANT 


Bruce Grants Advanced Manual 

Bruce Grant's Encvlopedia Another classic tome that really is a must have for the dying art of leather work. 


David Morgan Hand cut Kangaroo Leather The best. 


Very nice machine cut Kangaroo Leather 90% of my projects use this lace. It is generally quite even and with few or 
no joins in a spool. Go ahead and order the 3 spools, you will be glad you did. 


Amazon.com carries two other essential books. Hervey Garrett Smith in The Marlinspike Sailor has what I consider 
the best method I have ever seen to tie a Turk's head knot. His finger weave technique is perfect and works every 
time. For this alone the book is a must have and the host of other projects just make it even better. 


Addenda Buckshot over at BushCraft UK has posted an excellent turks head article following the Bruce Grant 
method. Well worth a review...and much faster than Amazon. 
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The other essential text is Clifford Ashley's Ash}ey_ Book oj Knots . The constrictor and about a half-million other 
knots of interest are well illustrated in this tome. 


Other Tools 


Gene Ingram #4 wharncliffe, ( see more in mv Ingram article') my most used knife. Specifically made for my leather 
work but used daily. The thin wharncliffe allows me to trim close and trim bundles. I would not want to braid without 
this knife. 


Darrel Aune's awl and other of his tools including one of the shown ulus can be found in the two-part article by 
Outdoorsl and Schwert.... Partl . and Part II . This awl really needed a good sheath as it would pass right through my 
tool bag if I was not careful. 


Maynard Linder Ulu and Knives. ( See more in mv article) . Superior leather working as well as kitchen tools. 


Belting Awl or fid. This is an essential awl for lace work as it is not sharp nor does it have any sharp edges. Lace 
can be stretched and manipulated with it easily. Mine from a local leather store made by C.S. Osborne . 


Braiding Soap as made by David Morgan. 


1 pound lard 4 oz ivory bar soap 1.5 cups water 


Heat water and shave soap into it. Once soap is dissolved, cut in lard. Stir over gentle heat till a creamy paste is 
created. Pour off to a plastic tub and cool. Lasts for years. 


Post-scriptum: 

Version 1.0 3/22/2007 Inception 

Version 1.5 3/23/2006 Images (zip) uploaded 

Version 2.0 4/6/2007 Fini 

Version 2.1 5/22/2007 Buckshot turk's head article link added....a must see. 
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